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5 Elements of a Qualification 

Qualifications on the same level may show differences in terms of
workload, quality, profile, and learning outcomes. These differences
should be considered in a flexible way, and only substantial
differences in view of the purpose for which recognition is sought
should lead to partial recognition or non recognition of the foreign
qualifications.

Level

Workload

Profile

Quality 
assurance

Learning 
outcomes

Fraud
• Diploma mills
• Unauthentic documents
• Altered documents



Learning Outcomes and 
Credential Evaluation

• LO paradigm as an approach to recognition

• LO as a criterion in recognition

• LO as a tool of understanding and comparing
qualifications

• LO as an enabler for automatic recognition



Learning Outcomes Approach to 
Recognition 

• Comparability not equivalency

• Focus on the result (outcome) not the process (input):
• Mode of study

• Duration/workload

• Deviations from admission requirements

• Trust in the quality assurance systems of other countries 

→ No detailed scrutiny of contents of the programs and 
manner of their delivery

→ This allows us to recognise qualifications, which differ in 
terms of acquisition, but are comparable in terms of result



Learning Outcomes as a Criterion

Generic Subject/program
specific

LTQF

Cycle Descriptors

Study Field Descriptors

Individual Programs

LT ENIC/NARIC

HEIs



Learning Outcomes for
Understanding Qualifications

- Focused on the field of activity
- Practice
- Problem solving oriented

- Broader, interdisciplinary
- Practice and theory
- Research oriented



Learning Outcomes for
Comparing Qualifications

- Focused on the field of activity
- Practice
- Problem solving oriented

LO for Bachelor of Business Administration
Awarded by Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences



Learning Outcomes as a Criterion

Generic Subject/program
specific

EQF/EHEA QF

LTQF

Cycle Descriptors

Study Field Descriptors

Individual Programs

Automatic
Recognition



Thank you


