
Qualifications not subjected to
automatic recognition



Doctoral programmes
(3-4 years)

NQF/EQF level 8

Professional Master’s programmes
60-120 ECTS credits

(1-2 years)
NQF/EQF level 7

Master’s programmes
120 ECTS credits

(2 years)
NQF/EQF level 7

Professional HE
programmes

240-300 ECTS credits
(4-6 years)

NQF/EQF level 6

General secondary programmes
(3 years)

NQF/EQF level 4

Vocational secondary programmes
(4 years)

NQF/EQF level 4

Basic education
(9 years) 

NQF/EQF levels 1-2

General follow-up programmes
(1 year)

+
Vocational programmes

(3 years)
NQF/EQF level 3

Professional HE programmes
60-120 ECTS credits (1-2 years)

NQF/EQF level 6

Professional
Bachelor’s 

programmes
240 ECTS credits

(4 years)
NQF/EQF level 6

Bachelor’s 
programmes

180-240 ECTS credits
(3-4 years)

NQF/EQF level 6
College programmes

120-180 ECTS credits (2-3 years)
NQF/EQF level 5



Short cycle qualifications

• 120 or 180 ECTS and 2 or 3 years

• diploma of first level professional higher
education and qualification of professional
higher education (EQF level 5)

• Estonia and Lithuania do not implement short
cycle study programs,

so there is no corres-

ponding qualification



Professional higher education
• 60 or 120 ECTS and 1 or 2 years

• at least 300 ECTS and at least 5 years

• diploma of professional higher education and 
qualification of professional higher education
(EQF level 6 and 7)

• non-degree granting studies

• Lithuania do not imp-

lement non-degree

granting studies



Second cycle qualifications

• 60 or 120 ECTS and 1 or 2 years

• Bachelor + Master ≥ 300 ECTS and 5 years

• diploma of master’s degree or professional
master’s degree and

qualification of

profeesional higher

education (EQF level 7)


