
NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATIONAL  Quality Enhancement

Ketevan Panchulidze, 

Head of Qualification Division of NCEQE

April 28, 2026

Arranging the process of self-certification with the involvement of all 

the stakeholders in Georgia 



Development of Georgian National Qualifications Framework (GNQF)

• 2010 - First GNQF was approved
• 2014 - Georgia signed the Association Agreement with European Union
• 2015 - 2018 - GNQF and QA mechanisms were revised
• 2019 - Revised GNQF was approved 
• 2021 - GNQF Advisory Board was approved

• GNQF -  8 levels:  described by learning outcomes/descriptors; 
• NCEQE is a main body for governance and management of Qualifications;
• Law of Georgia "On Education Quality Improvement" regulates legal issues related to the GNQF;
• GNQF Governing issues are regulated by ministerial order.



Participation in TPG A on QF

• 2019-2020 Georgia is a member of TPG A group

• 2021-2024 Georgia is a co - chair of TPG A group

• 2022-2024  Georgia is a co-chair of the working group on self-
certification

• 2022 – 2027 Georgia is an associate partner of the EU funded 
QUATRA project 

• 2023 - Georgi hosted TPG A on QF 6th working meeting and PLA on 
self-certification; More than 70 international and local experts 
attended the meetings; Georgia presented the working version of 
the recommendations on self-certification at the Council of Europe

• 2023-2024 - Recommendations on the self-certification were 
developed with the involvement of Georgia; 



Strengthening Capacities for the Implementation of Georgian National Qualifications 
Framework (GNQF) Referencing and Self -certification Processes (GEOREF)  

⚬ By Fal l  2026,  develop the GNQF referencing/self -cert i f icat ion report ,  which meets  the re ferenc ing ​  

requi rements ;  The repor t  is  prepared wi th  the act ive part ic ipat ion of  key stakeholders  and accepted on the 

nat ional  leve l ;

⚬ The level  of  awareness of  the main stakeholders  about  the impor tance of  nat ional  qual i f icat ions  f rameworks 

for  genera l ,  profess ional  and h igher  educat ion subsystems of  Georg ia has been increased ,  inc luding  the 

re ferenc ing  mechanism of  European qual i f icat ions f rameworks .

Funded by European Commission Erasmus+ program 

Project aims 

Project aims to harmonize the Georgian National Qualification Framework with European Qualification Frameworks, with the support 

of national and international experts and the active involvement of stakeholders in the Georgian educational system. Successful 

project implementation will ensure that Georgia meets its commitments under the Association Agreement with the EU.

Project objectives



T h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  e n s u r e d  b y :  

1 )  T h e  p r o j e c t  t e a m  ( N C E Q E  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  D e v e l o p m e n t  &  P l a n n i n g ,  R e s e a r c h  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  
D e p a r t m e n t s ) ;  
R e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a n a g i n g  a l l  p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  w o r k  p a c k a g e s .  

2 )  P r o j e c t  Ta s k  F o r c e  G r o u p  ( A p p r o v e d  b y  N C E Q E  D i r e c t o r ;  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  m a i n  
d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e  N C E Q E ;  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
R e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r k  m e e t i n g s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  p l a n ;  e n s u r e s  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  d o c u m e n t ;  P a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  r e f e r e n c i n g / s e l f - c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e p o r t  p r e p a r a t i o n .

3 ) S t a k e h o l d e r s  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  ( E d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s ;  S e c t o r a l  M i n i s t r i e s ,  S e c t o r a l  A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
E m p l o y e r s ;  N G O ’s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  e d u c a t i o n )  

4 )  2  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t  –  B a i b a  R a m i n a  ( L a t v i a ) a n d  C h i a r a  F i n o c c h e t t i  ( I t a l y )

R e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p e r i o d i c  f e e d b a c k  t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  g r o u p  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  d o c u m e n t ;  
P l a n n i n g  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  P L A ;  S u p p o r t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  g r o u p  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  
r e s e a r c h  d o c u m e n t ;  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  w r i t t e n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  s e l f - c e r t i f i c a t i o n / r e f e r e n c i n g  r e p o r t  a n d  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  f i n a l  c o n f e r e n c e .

5 )  G N Q F  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  -  4  w o r k i n g  m e e t i n g s  ( 6 - m o n t h  p r o g r e s s  r e v i e w  m e e t i n g s ) .

Involved Parties



Work carried out within the framework of 
the GEOREF project

• Eight  working meet ings were conducted wi th  the des ignated Task force Group estab l i shed for  the implementat ion o f  

the se l f -cer t i f i cat ion and re ferenc ing process  o f  the Nat iona l  Qua l i f i ca t ions Framework

• Five quarter ly  progress review meet ings were organ ized wi th  in ternat iona l  exper ts

• Thee progress review meet ing was he ld  wi th  the members  o f  the GNQF Adv isory  Board 

• Tree Peer Learning Act iv i t ies  (PLA) were carr ied out  on the fo l lowing top ics:  “The Referenc ing Process:  Key 

Requ i rements ,  Expectat ions,  and Stakeho lder  Engagement”;   “Learn ing Outcomes”;  Va l idat ion  o f  Non -Formal  and 

In formal  Learn ing in  the Context  o f  EQF Referenc ing and Bo logna Process  Se l f -Cer t i f i ca t ion

• On 17 June 2025 in Brussels ,  on 68 th meet ing of  the European Qua l i f i cat ions Framework Adv isory  Group,  

Presentat ion o f  the s tate  o f  p lay  –  re ferenc ing repor t  o f  Georg ia

• Two informational  meet ing with  Stakeho lders  Work ing Group

• 3 informational  meet ings were held with school ,  VET and HE  inst i tu t ions representat ives  to  ra ise  awareness 

about  the se l f -cer t i f i cat ion and re ferenc ing process  and to  ensure the i r  ac t ive invo lvement .



Learning 

Outcomes

Validation of  Non -

Formal and Informal 

Learning

Implemented Peer Learning Activities (PLA)

• May 23, 2025 - Strengthening 

Capacities for the 

Implementation of Georgian 

National Qualifications 

Framework (NQF) Referencing 

and Self-certifications Processes

• September 19, 2025 – 

Learning Outcomes in the 

Context of EQF Referencing 

and Bologna Process Self-

Certification

• February 20, 2026 - Validation of 

Non-Formal and Informal 

Learning in the Context of EQF 

Referencing and Bologna 

Process Self-Certification

Referencing and Self-

certifications Processes



Referencing and Self-certification Report of Georgia
ROAD MAP 

⚬ Task force was created to develop the referencing/sel f -cert i f icat ion report  (12 meet ings wi l l  be organized)

⚬ Organizat ion of  GNQF Advisory Board meet ings -   4 working meet ings  (6 -month progress review 

meet ings)

⚬ Organizat ion of  3 Peer learning act iv i t ies (PLA) (2025 May; 2025 September;  2026 February) for  Task 

Force and key stakeholders

⚬ Communicate wi th wide range of  stakeholders (p laned 5 meet ing) to review the Report;

⚬ Final draf t  of  sel f -cert i f icat ion/referencing report  (July 2026);

⚬ Self -cert i f icat ion/referencing report val idat ion: to be agreed wi th the Advisory Board; To be submitted to 

the NCEQE Coordinat ing Board; To be approved by the NCEQE Director;  Report  submission to the EQF 

AG (October 2026) and Bologna Secretar iat .



National Concept for Higher Education System Reform

❑ National Concept for Reforming the Higher Education System – 
October, 2025 October

✓ Introducing 3+1+1  model for HE

❑ Legislative changes - 2026 February 

❑ Government resolution defining the programs to be implemented by 
higher education institutions and the quota of admissions to each 
program- 2026 February 

❑ Ministerial Order on the Implementation of 240-Credit Bachelor's and 
120-Credit Master's Programs.- 2026 February 

At this stage, higher education institutions are modifying educational 
programs in accordance with new requirements and submitting them to 
the agency.

NQF 
level

Qualifications ECTS

5 Short cycle 90 - 120

6

Bachelor

Teacher Training Certificate

Special Education (Teacher Education) Certificate

180 – 240

60

60

7

Master

Certified medical worker

 Certified dentist

 MA of education

Diploma of MA of veterinarian

Veterinarian training certificate

EMBA

Research MA

60 – 120

360

300

300

300

60

60

60

8
PHD

duration at least 3 years



Thank you for attention!

https://eqe.ge/en
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