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Development of Automatic Recognition
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2018automaticright of an applicant
holding a qualification of a
certainlevel to be considered for
entry to a programme of further
study in the nextlevel in
anyother EHEA-country
(access)»

Building upon the core principles of the Lisbon Recognition Convention (LRC), the concept of
automatic recognition developed over the years.
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Defining Automatic Recognition

2018 Council Recommendation on Automatic Recognition
The right for holders of a qualification of a certain level that has been issued by one Member
State to be considered for entry to a higher education programme in the next level in any other
Member State, without having to go through any separate recognition procedure. This shall not
prejudice the right of a higher education institution or the competent authorities to set specific
evaluation and admission criteria for a specific programme. It does not prejudice the right to
check, if the qualification is authentic and, in case of an upper secondary education and training
qualification, if it really gives access to higher education in the Member State of issuance or, in
duly justified cases, if the granted qualification meets the requirements for accessing a specific
higher education programme in the receiving Member State.

Core Right

Recognition is enshrined as an individual
right, aligning with the broader human right to

education. It is not an institutional privilege.

Core Mechanism

The complete elimination of isolated,
bureaucratic recognition procedures for access.
System-level elements (workload, quality, level)

are automatically accepted.



2020

Rome Communiqué

QA in line with the ESG

fully operational qualifications
framework

digital developments to
facilitate AR

2024

Tirana Communiqué

ENIC-NARIC tools

QA  and transparency
tools (e.g. DEQAR)

Today
Council of Europe
Convention on AR

Cristalising all the deveopments
reached so far on automatic
recognition

Development of Automatic Recognition



Monitoring the implementation of the
LRC, 2022
Automatic recognition included for the first time because it was among
the priorities on the agenda among EHEA member countries, although not
directly mentioned in the LRC texts. 

Question 9 - Have measures been implemented to ensure automatic
recognition?



The Enabling Ecosystem

LRC

Automatic
Recognition

Bologna
Tools

Three-Cycle
System

implemented and
referenced to the

EQF or QF-
EHEA.

Quality
Assurance

QA system in line
with the European

Standards and
Guidelines.

Qualifications originating from systems fulfilling this triad are legally
and structurally equivalent, triggering the right to Automatic Recognition.

AR requires profound systemic
trust. Policy analysis reveals
converging consensus on
structural pillars required to
make AR functional.

Country of origin
of qualification

must be a
signatory of the

LRC.



Access vs. Admission

Step 1
Access

System Level AR = General Access

This confers the general right to be
considered for study at the next level

(e.g., Bachelor to Master).

Step 2
Admission

Profile & Learning Outcomes Evaluation

Additional Criteria (Grades, Motivation)

Program Admissions

Clarification Box: Access differs from entrance. Automatic recognition applies strictly to
Access. Specific admissions remain under institutional jurisdiction.



5 Elements of the qualification: System vs. Programme Level
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1. Quality

2. Level

3. Workload

These elements are uniform across degrees (e.g., all 180 ECTS Bachelors) and are cleared
automatically without additional procedure.

4. Profile

5. Learning Outcomes

These elements are programme-specific (e.g., Physics vs. History). They require manual
evaluation based on the LRC substantial difference principle.



4 models of Automatic Recognition
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Legally binding agreements

Unilateral Lists

Countries independently create lists of
qualifications they automatically
recognize, e.g. Example: Portugal (Decree
Law 341/2007 for BA, MA, PhD degrees).

Non-Legal Arrangements

De Facto AR
Countries unilaterally recognize certain
qualifications based on general criteria
without formal agreements

Legal vs. Non-Legal Frameworks

Formal treaties to automatically
recognize each other's qualifications,
e.g. Italy-Austria; Benelux-Baltic
Agreement (2024); etc.

Collaborative, non-binding agreements
among countries, e.g. AdReN and
MAREN networks comparison tables.



Q-ENTRY Database
International Database on Higher Education Entry Qualifications

116 qualifications 
57 education systems
First-hand information source

www.q-entry.eu

http://www.q-entry.eu/


www.q-entry.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/automatic-recognition-in-practice.pdf

http://www.q-entry.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/automatic-recognition-in-practice.pdf


ARDI Automatic Recognition Database Italia

A free tool aligning with European standards for automatic recognition. ARDI describes the main qualifications of the countries
signatory to the Lisbon Convention and suggests a level correspondence with Italian qualifications.

speed up recognition practices
provide information on comparability among qualifications 

https://ardi.cimea.it/en 



Tables of comparison 
Match you qualification
Publications

https://automaticrecognitionnetworks.info/ 

https://automaticrecognitionnetworks.info/
https://automaticrecognitionnetworks.info/


https://www.enic-naric.net/page-homepage



Digitalisation does not mean AUTOMATISATION:
despite automatic recognition can strongly benefit
from digital transformation and automatisation of

processes (e.g. credentials exchange through
blockchain), it does not end with digitalisation.

Digitalisation for Automatic Recognition
Digital transformation can give a strong support to automatic recognition, through:

Interoperability of systems

Blochchain technology

Artificial Intelligence
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